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Lower Fly Creek Restoration Project:  Upper Grande Ronde Watershed

IMPLEMENTERS: USFS La Grande Ranger District, Wallowa-Whitman 
Location: Lower Fly Creek, Upper Grande Ronde Atlas Tier 1, UGR15
Implementation: 3/1/20 – 12/31/21; Contract  84573

PROJECT BACKGROUND: The project is located on 3.5 miles of Fly 
Creek, RM .5 -4.0.  It is spawning and rearing habitat for Snake River 
Basin summer steelhead and redband trout and rearing habitat for 
Snake River Basin spring chinook salmon.

ESA ESU or DPS: (Grande Ronde/Imnaha - Catherine Creek 
Spring/Summer Chinook, Upper Grande Ronde Steelhead)

IMPLEMENTATION  ACTIONS:  Target low gradient, floodplain 
inundation, & Slide channel activation areas. 80 spanning debris jams, 
full channel jam construction, 150 whole trees, 200 pieces of floodplain 
wood, 2-2.5: 10 yd. loads of racking material per site, boulders placed 
for ballast, dug in 1-3 key wood pieces & pinned where logs crossed.  
Total 1550 large wood pieces (950 trees) and 2,140 yds. of racking 
material.  Planted 20,000 seedlings and seeded all disturbed areas.  

HABITAT RESPONSE:  1) Improved floodplain function, 2)  Decreased 
stream temperatures, 3) Improved pool quality/quantity,
4) Improved habitat complexity, 5) Increased riparian shrub vegetation 
cover. 

FISH RESPONSE:. Improved rearing habitat for summer steelhead and 
spring chinook salmon.  Improved rearing habitat includes wetted areas, 
increased slow water habitats, improved fish cover, and improved food 
web complexity. 
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