   PLANTSKYDD Riparian Spray Project








Proposal

10/29/15
Contact:  Joe Platz

1.  Project Name: PLANTSKYDD Riparian Spray Project
The project is located on Upper Grande Ronde River, Chicken/West Chicken, and Sheep Creeks. 
2.  Applicant:  

US Forest Service (USFS), LaGrande Ranger District; Attn: Joe Platz; 3502 HWY 30; LaGrande, OR 97850.  Email:  jplatz@fs.fed.us.  Phone Number:  541-962-8571.  Fax Number:  541-962-8580.

3.
Participating Landowner(s) and Agencies: 

(1)  USFS; Attn: Joe Platz; 3502 HWY 30, LaGrande, OR 97850; (541) 962-8571; Fax: (541) 962-8580

(2) Grande Ronde Model Watershed, Lyle Kuchenbecker; 1114 J Ave., La Grande, OR 97850; 541-663-0570; Fax: 541-962-1585
(3)  Bonneville Power Administration, Tracy Hauser; P.O. Box 3621; Portland, OR  97208;  PH  503-230-4296
4.
Project Contact(s): 

Technical contact(s):  
Joe Platz:  3502 HWY 30, LaGrande, OR 97850; jplatz@fs.fed.us; (541) 962-8571
Administrative contact(s):  

Bill Gamble:  3502 HWY 30, LaGrande, OR 97850; bgamble@fs.fed.us; (541) 962-8582
5.  Project Location:  

The PLANTSKYDD Riparian Spray Project is located on the past restoration areas of the Upper Grande Ronde River (2.5 miles), Sheep Creek (3 miles), and Chicken/West Chicken Creeks (2 miles).  Refer to the attached map.
6.  Project Objectives:  
The objective is to improve spring/summer chinook habitat, summer steelhead habitat and bull trout habitats, specifically through improving or increasing the following habitat elements. 
· Improve riparian & wetland diversity, vigor and function

· Improve floodplain function
· Improve water capture, storage and safe release within the floodplain.
· Improve stream shade and temperatures
7.   Project Description

Introduction

The Upper Grande Ronde River, Chicken and  Sheep Creeks have spawning and rearing habitat for Snake River Basin summer steelhead, Snake River Basin spring chinook salmon, and redband trout.  The Upper Grande Ronde River also has spawning and rearing habitat for bull trout.  The summer steelhead, spring/summer chinook and bull trout are federally listed under ESA as threatened species. Redband trout are on the Regional Forester's Sensitive Species List.

Existing condition 
Historic livestock originally removed and suppressed riparian shrub vegetation.  Currently, Sheep Creek, Chicken/West Chicken Creeks and the Upper Grande Ronde River are excluded from livestock grazing within the project areas.  
Currently, most of the riparian shrubs within the above streams are being hedged or browsed by deer and elk.  As a result, there is limited growth and vigor and high mortality of riparian shrubs within the above streams.   

Specific Actions

The project would involve spraying PLANTSKYDD three times a year (April, July, and October) on 7.5 miles of the Upper Grande Ronde River (2.5 miles), Chicken/West Chicken Creeks (2 miles), and Sheep Creek (3 miles).

PLANTSKYDD is an organic spray developed in Sweden to prevent wild ungulate browse.  The spray lasts three months in the growing season and 6 months over winter.  Dry conditions must persist for 24 hours after treatment.  The proposal is to spray the above streams for two years and establish photo points to track project effectiveness.  Riparian shrubs to be sprayed would include planted seedlings and existing shrubs hedged within riparian areas.  All spraying will be contracted.    

“Plantskydd is the "browse deterrent of choice" for leading North American forest companies who use it to successfully prevent plantation damage to millions of conifer and hardwood trees by deer, rabbits, elk and moose. Nurseries and landscapers find it to be equally effective in protecting flowers, shrubs and ornamentals. It works by emitting an odor that animals associate with predator activity, repelling the animal for up to six months of protection over winter on ornamental shrubs and three months on most other succulent broadleaf plants”.  For more information, refer to the attached information “Frequently Asked Questions about Plantskydd”.
Benefits 

Benefits include:  Improved riparian & wetland diversity, vigor and function; improved stream shade and temperatures, improved floodplain function; and improved water capture, storage and safe release within the floodplain.
Project Maintenance 

Maintenance would include ensuring plants are sprayed effectively three times a year for two years.  
Permits
NEPA, ESA consultation with NMFS and USFWS, and permits from the US Army Corps of Engineers/Department of State Lands will not be needed for this project.  PLANTSKYDD is organic and will only be sprayed directly on the deciduous shrubs.  
Monitoring Plan 
Monitoring specific to project activities would be accomplished to assure that activities conform to objectives of the Forest Plan.  Project level monitoring is a component of Forest Plan monitoring.  The following types of monitoring would be accomplished:

Implementation Monitoring - Are the project design being implemented as planned?

A fisheries technician will ensure contractors spray plants adequately and at the right times of year.   

Effectiveness Monitoring -  Were the desired results achieved?

· Photo Point 1 – Photo points will be established prior to spraying in 2016.  The points will be revisited in the fall of each year.  Established photo points will be located on vegetation outside exclosures and will consist of the following:   Chicken/West Chicken - 5 photo points, Upper Grande Ronde River – 5 photo points, Sheep Creek – 5 photo points.

· Photo Point 2 -  Photo points will be established prior to spraying in 2016.  The points will be revisited in the fall of each year.  Established photo points will be located on vegetation inside exclosures or partial exclosures to wild ungulates and will consist of the following:   Chicken/West Chicken - 5 photo points, Upper Grande Ronde River – 3 photo points, Sheep Creek – 5 photo points. 
· Browse:  A survey will be conducted on the above streams that will involve detecting the percent of deciduous plants browsed.  This will be determined by conducting 3: 100 plant transects on each of the above streams.  

Reports - 
· Reports:  A preliminary final report that describes the actual implementation of this project and associated monitoring would be completed in the winter of 2016.  A final report would be completed in the winter of 2017.  After final report completion, monitoring reports would be completed the following winter after monitoring is completed.  
Work Dates 

Spraying would occur in April, July and October of 2016 and 2017.  
8.  Project Budget

The project budget is attached.

9.  Attachments

Attachments include:  (1) Project Budget, (2) Vicinity Map, (3) Project Description Map and (4) Frequently Asked Questions about Plantskydd. 
