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iii. Construction Effects 
1) The turbidly plume was not visible outside of the isolation work area during 

construction.  Even during installation of large wood structures the suspended 
sediment was held within the isolation areas (see Large woody debris photo).  
Isolation barriers were removed after sediment had settled and a faint plume could 
be seen for approximately 100 feet downstream of the work area.  The plume was 
monitored again during high spring flows but there was no detectable plume 
because Catherine Creek contained a lot of suspended sediment at the time. 

2) Erosion has been monitored carefully over the first season.  High winds during the 
first winter caused some erosion but not enough to cause any structural 
weaknesses on the project.  Most of the sediment was not deposited in the side 
channel or Catherine Creek but was carried overland for several hundred yards.  
Some sediment was deposited near the downstream end of the side channel due to 
the wind.  The sediment has remained in place, even during spring flows and is 
now heavily vegetated on the bank of the side channel.  Because the side channel 
is lined with erosion control fabric we have not seen any erosion due to water.  
All the wood structures are stable with little to no erosion.  There are no pollution 
concerns on the project site.  The project site is well vegetated now and we don’t 
anticipate wind erosion having an effect this winter. 

iv. Salvaging Effects 
1) The contractor isolated both work areas using a silt curtain that was sealed on the 

bottom and sides to prevent any fish from coming in and out of the work area.   
2) Once isolated the work areas were electroshocked to remove all fish.  Four 

sculpin, two red-sided shiners, one sucker and one crayfish were removed with 
two passes each at both sites.  Fish were held in an aerated five gallon bucket for 
less than 10 minutes before being released. 

3) As anticipated no listed fish species were present in the work isolation areas. 
4) All fish were observed to be in good health at the time of release just upstream of 

the project site. 
5) No mortality was observed. 

v. Comments 
1) An In-water work extension was approved for this project from October 1st 

through October 12th. The extension was needed to complete the large wood 
structures at the inlet and outlet of the side channel. 

2) Seeding of the project site took place immediately after construction.  The grasses 
grew up nicely the first fall but were desiccated by harsh cold winds during the 
winter.  The following spring when it was apparent the grass had died we 
reseeded using the specified native mix.  Grass species have grown in well now 
and we don’t anticipate loss this winter since it is much more established. 


